
American Government Custer County HS
Mr. Bistodeau

2014-15 Course Description

This course is a semester-long survey of American Government and Politics. It will examine
basic concepts about the nature of government, the various parts of the political process in America,
how branches of the federal government exercise their constitutional powers, and the extent to which
rights and liberties are protected under the Constitution. This class will also consider broader
questions in American government: Who governs and to what ends? How is political power
generated, sustained, and utilized? To what extent has America lived up to its [d]emocratic and
[r]epublican ideals?

Beyond an expanded content knowledge of government, the goal of this course is to push you
to think for yourselves, to become independent and critical learners. With careful consideration of
material covered in lectures, discussions, readings, and homework assignments, you will have an
opportunity to develop interpretations and opinions of your own. There will be chances for you to
express those arguments in simulations, small groups, large classroom discussions, and writing. So
speak up!

Overall, the course will be organized around the following topics:

I. Introduction to Government (Chapter 1)
-Citizenship Test
-Who’s Who? in American Government
-Views on the Nature of Government
-Political Thinkers
-Types of Government
-How “democratic” is the US Government?

II. The US Constitution (Chapter 3)
-The six Basic Principles
-Formal Amendments
-Constitutional Change by Other Means

III. Civil Liberties, Civil Rights and the
Judiciary (Chapter 18, 19, 20, 21)
-Federal Courts
-Bill of Rights
-Major Supreme Court Cases
-Civil Rights: Then and Now

IV. American Political Culture (Chapter 6, 8)
-Political Spectrum
-Political Culture (Efficacy, Socialization)
-Expansion of Voting
-Public Opinion & Media

V. Political Behavior: Government by the
People (Chapter 5, 7, 9)
-Political Parties
-Presidential Candidates since 1960
-Elections and Campaigns
-Interest Groups

VI. Legislative Branch (Chapter 10, 11, 12)
-How a bill become a law
-Organization of Congress (Caucus,
Committees)

VII. Executive Branch (Chapter 13, 14, 15)
-Presidency
-Bureaucracy



Contact Information

Email: jim.bistodeau@ccbobcats.net
Department Phone: (719) 783-4931
Social Studies Office: Room 311

Office Hours:
Before school @ 7:00 A.M.

After 3rd period
by appointment only.

Class Website:

Can be found on the website – American Government – Bistodeau.wordpress.com

Primary Course Text

McClenaghan, William A..,MacGruder’s American Government, New York: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2013.

Course Expectations

THINK. DO BETTER.

Some specifics…

1. Game Time is ON Time—We start class right away. Be in your seats when the bell rings.
2. What’s a Pass? — Please use the restroom during your lunch, free periods, and in between classes. If you
have an urgent need to go to the bathroom, please ask, sign out, and go. Asking does not require you to explain
to me the specific biological nature of your need to leave. Failing to sign out properly (e.g. deliberately writing
incorrect leave/return times) could result in the revoking of bathroom privileges.
3. One Person Talks at a Time. Everyone else Listens— That includes me and each of your classmates. Failure
to follow this rule is extremely disrespectful and reflects poorly on you.
4. Don’t cheat—It is easy to rationalize cheating here and there, but doing so ultimately hurts you. If you’re
caught cheating or plagiarizing in a college, in most cases, you automatically fail the course and usually face at
least a year of suspension, if not expulsion. In this course, plagiarism or cheating will dealt with according to
the school policy on Academic Dishonesty. Depending on the severity of the offense, punishment ranges from
failure on the assignment to expulsion from school. Intense.

Grading Scale

Your quarter grade will be determined with 70% from tests and 30% from homework/daily work.

A+ 98-100%
A 93-97
A- 90-92

B+ 88-89
B 83-87
B- 80-82

C+ 78-79
C 73-77
C- 70-73

D+ 68-69
D 6--67
F 0-59



Assessments

Unit Exams
A major exam will be given at the end of every unit, consisting of a combination of multiple-choice, matching,
and short answer sections.

Quizzes
Completion and comprehension of readings will checked periodically. If I sense that required section readings
are not being completed as they are assigned, an occasional “surprise” identification quiz may be necessary.
No one likes pop quizzes. Please don’t give me a reason to use them.

Homework
Homework will be given on a daily basis, typically in the form of readings, short responses, and worksheets..
Students who are absent will have 2 days for every day they are absent to make up work. It is the student’s
responsibility to find out what work was missed.

Class Participation
Thoughtful and active participation is vital to the success of this class, especially as we discuss key questions
and concepts in the study of government. Students are therefore expected to be prepared, attentive, and fully
engaged during class on a daily basis. Participation will make up 10% of your quarter grade.

Grade Reasoning
A Student is consistently prepared and attentive. Makes insightful contributions to class discussions and activities.
B Student is generally prepared and attentive. Makes satisfactory contributions to class discussions and activities.
C Student is generally prepared and attentive. Inconsistently makes contributions to class discussion and activities.
D Student is generally unprepared and inattentive. Rarely makes contributions to class discussion and activities.
F Student is consistently unprepared and inattentive. Negative contribution to class discussions and activities.

Daily Politico – (This will be incorporated as we engage further into the American Political System)
In order to incorporate currents events into our discussion of government, each of you will be responsible for
making a 5-minute presentation per quarter on a relevant news story, connecting it with broader topics
discussed in class.
Policy Position Paper
This short (3-4 pg.) paper will take a position on a specific public policy issue of your choice, foreign or
domestic. While taking a clear position on the chosen policy, you will also have to acknowledge and address
opposing viewpoints.




