
  

Why people Migrate

There may have been a time in 
your life when you or your family 

moved to a new home. Or 
perhaps a close friend moved 
away from your neighborhood. 

You probably felt a little sad and 
uncertain then. Imagine how you 

would feel if you moved to another 
country!



  

Why People Migrate



  

The Movement of People

• Migration=moving from one place to 
another

• Immigrants are people who leave one 
country and move to another

• The Push-Pull Theory says certain things 
push people to leave and other things pull 
them in

• Ex. Hope for a better living



  

Irish Immigrants
• Demographers use the 

push-pull theory to 
explain the Irish 
Immigration of the 
1840s

• Disease destroyed the 
main crop in Ireland-
hunger/starvation 
pushed people out-
along with harsh rule of 
England

• Job opportunities 
pulled Irish families to 
the USA



  

Vietnam
• War ended in 1975-

those who had sided 
with the USA left 
country because they 
were afraid-They had 
been allies with the 
USA during the war 
so they moved here



  

Other kinds of immigration

• Australia- was a penal colony for England-
Prisoners and their families were forced to 
migrate

• During the war in former Yugoslavia in the 
1990s-millions migrated to escape the 
violence

• Mexicans come to the USA to work and 
get money to return home with



  

The World becomes more Urban
• Migration within a 

country has seen 
more people move to 
the cities and away 
from the country

• People also have 
been looking for 
better climates and 
job opportunities

• The movement to the 
cities is called 
Urbanization



  

Growing Cities, Growing 
Challenges

• Rural areas (countryside) are shrinking 
while Urban areas are growing

• Too many people are coming too fast-
cities can’t keep up. Housing shortages, 
and lack of services are a problem

• Fewer farms means less food
• People are moving for better lives for their 

children-


