
The Constitution at Work

Overview: We will be learning this material in a layered curriculum 
individual learning format. Each of you will be expected to demonstrate your 
understanding of the material by testing orally with me as we go through the 
material. You should assist each other in preparing for the oral exams. When 
you have completed this you will have earned a “C” for that part of the unit. 
If you wish to aim higher you will need to complete additional activities. One 
additional activity  (per section) will get you a “B” and two will get you an 
“A+”. Below is a list of those activities to be chosen by section.
A. Goals of the Constitution: 1) Write a 1 page biographical sketch of a 

delegate from of the original 13 states who attended the Constitutional 
Convention. 2) Essay-discuss the meaning of the statement; “”Freedom of 
Speech does not give a person the right to shout FIRE in a crowded 
theater.” Be sure to include the balance between constitutional guarantees 
and civic responsibility. Think of other examples of speech that wouldn’t 
be protected by the constitution.

B. The National Government at Work: 1) Conduct a poll about the state of 
the US Economy among five adults you know. Ask them if they agree with 
the steps that our Congress and President are taking at this time. (Check 
the Internet or state newspapers to gather your info) 2) Create a poster 
about one of the branches of government. You may use current newspaper 
headlines and photographs to illustrate the branch at work.

C. A Living Constitution: 1) write a report on one of the amendments to the 
constitution adopted after the bill of rights. Be sure to include who 
supported the amendment and why it was proposed and ratified, and what 
its results were. 2) Write a 1-page response to the question: Which 
amendment is most important in your life?

D. Five Principles of the Constitution: 1) Find out where and how one 
registers to vote in Custer County. Identify the polling places in our area. 
How are the votes cast-ex. By machine or punch ballot. Lastly, Describe 
how the Caucus process works. 2) Write a 1-2-page report describing the 
system of checks and balances and explain its importance.

E. Citizenship at Work: 1) Select an issue in the news today. Write a 
newspaper editorial taking a position on that issue. (1 page) 2) Write an 
essay discussing the concept of respect for the rights of others. Analyze the 
following statement in your response: “Your right to swing your fist ends 
where my nose begins.” Relate the idea expressed to respecting the rights 
of others and give concrete examples of its application in daily life.   


