
Formats
Each person will select one topic to research thoroughly. Each topic may have one or more 
subtopics that should be included in the main topic. For each topic, the person will develop four 
articles along these lines:
A factual news article: this article describes a major news event from the time. The article should 
outline what happened in detail, who was involved, where it happened and what the causes of the 
event were. The article must be written from the viewpoint of a person who actually witnessed or 
took part in the event. Did Samuel Adams actually take part in the Boston Tea Party? If so, what 
article would he have written about it?
An editorial on the event: An editorial expresses a person opinion on an event or topic. The 
opinion should be based on historical fact. The opinion should reflect what people actually 
thought at that time rather than your own personal opinion on the topic. The opinion you express 
may reflect what actually comes true as history unfolds, or it can reflect an alternate history that 
did not come true. Example: when the Constitution was ratified, there was no mention of women 
having the right to vote. Your group could write one or more editorials agreeing or disagreeing 
with that fact. The opinion must be based on some historical document.
The Biography: This article sheds some light on the role individuals played in the development of 
our government. The person would be considered one of the founding fathers and mothers of our 
nation. It must include a statement on his or her role in the way the event took place. It should 
not tell when the person was born or died since the newspaper writer of the time would not have 
known when the person died. You should include a list of Internet links on your biography so that 
web page viewers can find other resources on the person you discussed. You should also include 
hand-drawn or publicly available web graphics as part of the newspaper. You might want to call 
this section "Colonist In the Spotlight" or something like that.
An advertisement: This article can be a drawing or an announcement that is appropriate to the 
event or the time period. It can also take the form of a tabloid article that spreads rumors or 
sensational information about an event or person. Such an article might target the British or 
loyalists, or it may rail against the views of the anti-federalists or federalists. Your ad can include 
some thing that has been drawn, traced, or developed on the computer. It should use a font that 
looks like old-time writing used during the colonial or revolutionary period.
All of the articles should be written in the English used at the time, and we will be looking at 
newspapers to see how they report the news and include ads and editorials.
Due Date is Oct 25th, Monday.


