
Course Syllabus
Eastern Hemisphere/ Colorado History

Eastern Hemisphere will look at three regions: Europe and Russia, Africa, and 
Asia and the Pacific. The focus of this course will involve geography, history, and culture 
in these regions. The skills scope and sequence will include: Map and Globe Skills, 
Critical Thinking Skills, Chart, Graph, and Illustration Skills, Reading and Writing Skills, 
and Study and Research Skills.

The second Semester will be on Colorado History. Throughout the course you 
will be involved in the process of inquiry using textual readings and research to discover 
more about this high, dry state with a rugged natural beauty and an awesome history.   

I. Course Instructor: Jim Bistodeau       Office Hours 7:15-7:45am and 4:15-5:00pm
                                                               Planning Hour 3:00-4:00pm Class Phone
                                                               783-4907

II. Course Requirements: Text Readings                                   Wisdom is Knowing
                                         Class Assignments                            What to do Next
                                         Course Exams-equally weighted      Skill is Knowing How
                                         Cooperative Group Tasks                To Do It!
                                         Class Participation

III. Course Evaluation Profile: Course Exams        = 25%        Perfection comes not
                                                  Class Assignments = 40%       In Doing Extraordinary Things
                                                  Current Events       = 25%       But in Doing Ordinary Things
                                                  Participation           = 10%       Extra Ordinarily Well

IV. Course Grading Scale: ** remains constant for all assignments and requirements**
90-100 = A
80.89 = B
70.79 = C
60.69 = D
59 and below = F

Please Note: all assignments are based on 100 points
                     Any assignment turned in past the due date (without the permission of the 
instructor) will be reduced by 10% each day up to 4 days late. (Exception-Current 
Events-as you have four weeks to have one ready-they will be reduced 30%)

         This course is NOT graded on a curve. Therefore, each student will compete 
with the course requirements (as described in the syllabus and by the course instructor) 
and not with their classmates.

V. Dynamic Assessment Format: We will be using the dynamic assessment approach in 
all of my classes. Simply put, it will follow a simple pattern. (Teach/Learn-Test-Re-
Teach-Test) In other words, if you get anything less than a 70% on your first exam, or 
just want a chance to improve your standing, you will take a second exam following a 



review session. This applies to all major exams first Semester. After second semester, 
you will be held to the grade you earn the first time.
VI. There will be units that allow you to set your own goals for one grade. I will make 
sure that you know what it takes to get each grade. Keep in mind that all the work 
collectively will make that one grade-so be sure that you complete all the assignments 
that give you that grade in the time frame that is given.

VII. Course Attendance Policy: In the event you need to miss a class, IT IS YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SECURE CLASS NOTES, 
ASSIGNMENTS, AND CLASS HANDOUTS: IF YOU MISS A CLASS, YOU CAN 
NOT USE CLASS TIME TO “CATCH-UP”. YOU MUST SECURE THE 
INFORMATION AT SOME OTHER TIME.

VIII. Miscellaneous: All learning for this course will not come from the instructor. Your 
learning will also come from your peers, text readings, research journal, assignments, and 
your own investigations.

IX. CURRENT EVENTS:
1. You will have one every FOURTH Thursday ready to present to the class. 
(They can be on any Social Studies Current Event related Topic) You can get 
your information on-line, in the newspaper, journals or magazines ie: Time, Etc. 
or from the News on radio or TV. We don't accept Celebrity, Sports, or 
Individual Violent Crimes as news worthy events.
2.Reflective Response Section - Each Article will have a response written 
answering the following questions:

1. Why did I choose it?
2. What did I learn from it?

Each response needs to be at least 5 sentences in length (a paragraph) If 
you shorten this section your grade will be effected

 Your Response needs to be completed every Four weeks. You will turn them in and 
share them on that Thursday in front of the class. Your presentation is part of the 
grade-know what you are talking about.

X. Lastly, This class is geared to help you better understand the world you live in and 
your role in that world. Knowledge, Skills, and understanding relationships is a 
large part of this class. I will challenge you as I expect you will of me. Together 
we will grow as life-long learners. Good Luck!


