
What would you like to do when 
you grow up?

• How would you feel if you were told that 
you couldn’t do any of these things? 
Instead, you will be assigned a job-
working in a field or cleaning a house. If 
you refuse -you be severely punished. 
Write about how you feel about this future.



The Conquest of Africa

“The Door of No Return” on the island of Goree



Europeans on the Coast
• Trade between Europe and 

Africa began as trade 
between equals-By 1500 that 
was changing

• Portugal wanted to trade 
directly for West African 
gold and ivory instead of 
dealing with North African 
merchants

• With better naval 
instruments they were able 
to round the tip of South 
Africa



Portugal starts a trend

• Portugal seized the riches of the city-
states of Kilwa and Mombasa-controlling 
trade on Africa’s East coast into the 1600s

• The Dutch, French, and English soon 
followed setting up posts on the coast

• The Dutch built a trading post on the Cape 
of Good Hope-settlers moved inland soon 
afterward



The Atlantic Slave Trade

• As European Powers built colonies in 
North America a demand for more slaves 
created a new relationship 





The Demand for Slaves
• The Americas needed 

slaves to work the 
plantations and mines-as 
Native Americans died off 
from Disease Africans 
were imported to replace 
them

• They wouldn’t know the 
land and couldn’t escape

• By the 1600s, the 
Portuguese were trading 
goods and guns for 
African slaves-by the 
1700s, 78,000 slaves 
were making the trip each 
year to the Americas



The Horror of Slavery
• Captured Africans 

were branded with hot 
irons and crammed 
on ships (20% never 
finished the trip)

• Slave auctions 
awaited them upon 
their arrival



The Effects of Slavery on Africa

• West Africa lost a large number of it’s 
population to slavery

• The youngest, healthiest, and most 
capable people were gone

• Many African societies were torn apart.



Europeans carve up Africa

• After the Slave trade ended Europeans 
raided the interior and began building 
empires

• The Maxim gun allowed Europe an easy 
conquest

• In 1884, all of Europe met in Berlin to 
prevent war with each other and set rules 
for colonizing the continent




