
The First Americans



The Land Bridge



The Land Bridge

• Glaciers locked up the water and the sea 
levels fell – this area was known as 
Beringia

• First Americans followed herds of 
mammoths, bison, and other game across 
to North America arriving around 25,000 
years ago

• They spread out through out the Americas



Global Warming
• 12,000 years ago- 

temperatures rose and water 
covered Beringia again

• Mammoths and Mastodons 
died out-people adapted to 
new conditions

• 5,000 years ago some of the 
people learned to grow 
crops-corn, beans, and 
squash/ this allowed them to 
build permanent villages-
populations grew



The Study of Early Peoples

• Remains, artifacts (Archaeology), and the 
study of languages are being employed

• Plant fibers suggest basket making/while 
arrow heads suggest hunting

• Carbon dating is used to determine the 
age

• Theories are then developed about the 
cultures





The Mound Builders
• Found from Appalachian Mountains to 

Mississippi River and from Wisconsin to Florida-
Hopewell and Mississippian people

• 1st mounds were burial grounds-evidence at the 
sites shows they traded with other peoples

• Some mounds were used for Religious 
ceremonies-temples and homes were built on 
top

• The Great Serpent Mound built around 2000 
years ago is still a mystery 



A Sprawling City

• Cahokia-30,000 lived here
• Monks Mound-covers 16 acres-The fence 

and posts served as a calendar based on 
the shadows cast



Early Cultures of the American SW
• 3,000 years ago people 

learned how to grow corn-
the Hohokams and the 
Anasazi 

• Hohokams lived in southern 
Arizona making a vast 
system of irrigation ditches 

• The Anasazi “ancient ones” 
also used irrigation systems 
and lived in adobe houses in 
villages, or pueblos

• Pueblo Bonito was home to 
1,000 people



Cliff Dwellers

• Around 1000 and 1200 AD, Anasazi built 
their villages along the faces of cliffs for 
protection

• They traded as far away as Mexico, then 
after 1200 they abandoned their villages-
drought, overuse of the land and warfare 
drove them off to be absorbed into other 
cultures



Europeans Arrive

• Spanish and French claims soon after 
Columbus

• Spain enslaved Native Americans for 
mines or farms-Missionaries forced 
conversion

• Spain got rich as a result
• France traded with Native Americans in 

Furs and treated them as partners



English Colonist grow Powerful

• English settlers set up 13 colonies along 
Atlantic coast-some came as indentured 
servants

• Jamestown was first permanent English 
Settlement 1607- soon Africans were 
brought over as slaves to work on 
Plantations

• 1620-Pilgrims arrived in Massachusetts-60 
years later William Penn set up 
Pennsylvania paying Indians for the land



French Indian War

• 1754-Britain and France went to war over 
land in North America

• Many Native Americans chose sides 
based on old treaties and enemies

• Britain won with help from the colonist but 
it nearly broke them

• Britain taxed the colonist to help pay for 
the expenses



Revolutionary War

• 1775- boycotts and “No taxation without 
representation” turned into violence at 
Lexington

• 1776-Thomas Jefferson wrote the 
Declaration of Independence-5 years later 
the colonist defeated the British at 
Yorktown

• 1787-the 13 states wrote the Constitution 
to create our government


