
Renaissance and Revolution



Glories of the Renaissance
• Trade opened up new ideas and wealth for 

many –more time was available to enjoy 
art and learning

• The “rebirth” of interest in learning and art 
is known as the renaissance

• Scholars and artists looked to ancient 
days of Greece and Rome for inspiration

• People focused on improving this world 
instead of looking to paradise in death 



Humanism
• Trying to understand 

the world and celebrate 
life

• Michelangelo created 
sculptures that were 
lifelike, Leonardo da 
Vinci painted, invented, 
and was a scientist. 
Renaissance men were 
into as many things as 
they could be 



More Trade/Stronger Rulers
• 1400s –Portuguese 

traveled along African 
West Coast-Gold, 
Ivory and Slaves-then 
on to India  and the 
Orient for spices

• 1492-Columbus found 
new land to conquer / 
Rulers of Europe all 
wanted a share of the 
trading wealth



Effects of Trade

• Most of the wealth found in foreign lands 
went to the European Monarchs (some 
went to merchants and traders), they 
became the middle class-their taxes made 
the monarchs rich and eliminated the need 
for a feudal system.



The Age of the Monarchs
• Louis the XIV (Sun King) was an absolute 

monarch-He had complete control over his 
subjects-those who opposed him were 
opposing God

• King John of England went too far with this 
and loss support of the people and the 
church. He ended up signing the Magna 
Carta which established  a Constitutional 
Monarchy for England



Revolutions in Government
• 1600s – England’s King refused to share power 

with Parliament-he was overthrown 
• 1776- Colonies in North America rebelled 

against English King and formed USA
• 1789- The French Revolution overthrew the 

French Monarchy once and for all
 



Scientific Revolution

• Theories based on fact-Not making facts 
fit religious beliefs

• The Scientific method was refined 
• Calculus helped us understand how the 

moon and the planets moved 




