
Independence and its Challenges



Growth of Nationalism

• Many Africans dreamed of independence 
during the imperialism period of the 1800s

• African leaders needed to create a spirit of 
togetherness-to overcome the false 
political boundaries

• The African National Congress (ANC) and 
West African National Congress worked to 
gain rights for Africans, including voting



Pan-Africanism
• This movement 

stressed unity and 
cooperation-”Africa 
for Africans”

• Leopold Senghor of 
Senegal was a great 
leader in the 
movement and 
became president of 
Senegal in 1960 
when Senegal gained 
independence



World War II
• Africa played a huge 

role in support of the 
Allies

• Colonies supplied 
metals for weapons, 
airfields, and African 
soldiers fought and 
died to free Europe 
from the Nazis 

• When it was over they 
came home wanting 
their freedom



Different Paths to Independence

• Colonial powers were weakened after 
World War II

• Many felt they couldn’t afford the colonies-
the USA and USSR both spoke out 
against colonialism

• Some European powers let go willingly, 
others fought to keep their colonies



From the Gold Coast to Ghana

• The British West African colony of Gold 
Coast began protests in the early 1950s

• Boycotts, were people refused to buy or 
use certain products, and strikes hurried 
the independence movement 

• In 1957, the Gold Coast became Ghana



War in Algeria
• The people from 

France saw Algeria 
as part of France, not 
a colony

• A Bloody war began 
in 1954 and lasted 8 
years-100,000 
Algerians died and 
10,000 French were 
killed-in 1962, the 
Algerians won their 
independence



Challenges of Independence
• Little experience in 

governing has a toll 
on the new countries-
unstable governments

• Military dictators seize 
control in many 
countries

• Botswana-democratic 
ideals carried out in 
“Freedom Squares” 
were people talked to 
their leaders

Idi Amin


